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SUBJECT: JOE CLARK OPENS THE P.C. CAMPAIGN IN VANCOUVER 

1 . SUMMARY. PROGRESSIVE-CONSERVATIVE LEADER JOE CLARK 
DELIVERED AN EFFECTIVE POLITICAL SPEECH BEFORE THE MEN'S 
CANADIAN CLUB OF VANCOUVER ON SEPTEMBER 5. HE STRESSED 
ECONOMIC ISSUES, AND ANNOUNCED A PROGRAM OF INCENTIVES TO 
STIMULATE THE PRIVATE SECTOR. HE MADE SEVERAL FAVORABLE 
REFERENCES TO THE U.S. ECONOMIC SYSTEM. HIS LEITMOTIV WAS 
THAT, IN MARKED CONTRAST WITH THAT SYSTEM, CANADA'S LIBERAL 
GOVERNMENT HAS SHACKLED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE "SENSE 
OF BUILDING." END SUMMARY. 

2. JOE CLARK, LEADER OF THE PROGRESSIVE-CONSERVATIVE PARTY, 
UNOFFICIALLY OPENED HIS CAMPAIGN ON SEPTEMBER 5 AS HE SPOKE 
ON ECONOMIC MATTERS BEFORE A VERY RECEPTIVE AUDIENCE OF 
SEVERAL HUNDRED MEMBERS OF THE MEN'S CANADIAN CLUB OF VANCOUVER. 
WHEN ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED, CLARKS SPEECH HAD BEEN EXPECTED 

TO BE HIS FIRST FORMAL CAMPAIGN VOLLEY. ADMITTING THAT THE 
CONSERVATIVES WERE STILL "WAITING FOR THE OTHER SHOE TO 
DROP," CLARK NONETHELESS GAVE A STRONG POLITICAL SPEECH WHICH 
FOCUSSED PRIMARILY ON ECONOMIC ISSUES. 
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3. HE OPENED BY TOUCHING ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION. 

WHICH HE SAID WAS OBVIOUSLY IMPORTANT, BUT NOT AS IMMEDIATELY 
CRITICAL AS THE ECONOMY. IN RELATION TO THE LIBERALS' 

PROPOSALS, HE SAID THAT MANY OF THE CHANGES MAY THEMSELVES 
WELL BE ILLEGAL OR "UNCONSTITUTIONAL," AS FLORA MACDONALD 
HAS ALREADY ARGUED. MORE BASIC, THE REAL ISSUE TO ADDRESS 
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FIRST, BEFORE THE INSTITUTIONAL ONES, IS THE UNDERLYING 
DIVISION OF POWER AND RESPONSIBILITY BETWEEN OTTAWA AND THE 
PROVINCES. 

4. CLARK THEN TURNED TO THE ECONOMY, AND DEVELOPED THE 
THEME THAT THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT IS ACTUALLY HINDERING 
CANADIAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, THAT THE INNATE "NORTH 
AMERICAN INSTINCT TO BUILD" IS BEING FRUSTRATED IN CANADA - 
IN DRAMATIC CONTRAST TO THE SITUATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 
DURING HIS SPEECH CLARK MADE MANY POSITIVE REFERENCES TO THE 
UNITED STATES ECONOMIC SYSTEM - FROM ITS ALLEGEDLY LIGHTER 
TAX BURDEN ON PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS TO ITS OVERT ENCOURAGEMENT 
OF INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP. HE STRESSED THAT HE DID 
NOT INTEND FOR A P.C. GOVERNMENT "TO MIMIC THE UNITED STATES," 
BUT RATHER THAT THERE WERE MANY ASPECTS OF THE US APPROACH 
TO ENCOURAGING ECONOMIC ACTIVITY WHICH WERE "NATURAL" AND 
JUST AS APPLICALBE IN CANADA AS IN THE US. 

5. CLARK SAID THAT, IN RELATION TO UNEMPLOYMENT, THE P.C. 

WOULD "DIVERT AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE" FROM UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE COFFERS TO ENCOURAGE (AND COMPENSATE) PRIVATE 
BUSINESS TO CREATE PERMANENT JOBS. THE SECOND POINT IN THE 
CAMPAIGN TO "RESTORE RESPECT FOR WORK" WOULD BE A PROGRAM 
TO DEVELOP MARKETABLE WORK SKILLS AMONG THE UNEMPLOYED - 
AGAIN COOPERATION WITH PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. 
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6. IN ORDER TO "RESTORE RESPECT FOR INVESTMENT" AND 
REVERSE THE RECENT YEARS" EXPORT OF CAPITAL FROM CANADA. 
CLARK ARGUED AT LENGTH ON THE NEED FOR TAX REFORMS. 

HE SAID THE PC WOULD BE GUIDED BY THREE PRINCIPLES: 

REWARDS FOR INITIATIVE, ENCOURAGEMENT OF PRIVATE INVESTMENT, 
AND PROVISION OF INCENTIVES TO RISK TAKERS AND INNOVATORS. 
WHILE PROMISING THAT SPECIFIC PROPOSALS WOULD BE FORTHCOMING 
"WHEN THE OTHER SHOE DROPS," CLARK NONETHELESS PUT SOME FLESH 
ON THE PRINCIPLES. HE PROMISED TO REVAMP THE TAXATION SYSTEM 
BY, INTER ALIA, CHINGING THE CAPITAL GAINS TAX TO TAKE 
ACCOUNT OF INFLATION, PROVIDING CREDITS FOR R & D ESPECIALLY 
BY CANADIAN-OWNED FIRMS. PROVIDING CREDITS FOR INVESTORS IN 
SMALL ENTERPRISES, AND PROVIDING ADDITIONAL INCENTIVES FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF ENERGY RESOURCES. 

7. CLARK ADMITTED THAT THE VARIOUS EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS AND 
TAX INCENTIVES WOULD REQUIRE SOME "RESTRAINT" OF THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT'S ACTIVITIES TO FREE UP THE NECESSARY RESOURCES. 

HE GOT HIS BIGGEST OF SEVERAL ROUNDS OF APPLAUSE WHEN HE 
PRIMISED TO "GET OTTAWA OUT OF THINGS IT SHOULD NEVER HAVE 
GOTTEN INTO." HE CITED PETROCAN AND THE MINISTRY OF STATE 
FOR URBAN AFFAIRS AS THE TWO ACTIVITIES OF THIS TYPE WHICH 
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HEADED HIS LIST. 
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8. COMMENT: ECON OFFICER ATTENDED SPEECH WHICH WAS, NOT 
SURPRISINGLY, WARMLY RECEIVED BY THE BUSINESS-ORIENTED 
AUDUENCE. AT THE SAME TIME, MORE THAN ONE LISTENER COMMENTED 
THAT IT WAS "A DAMN GOOD SPEECH" AND THAT CLARK’S PERFORMANCE 
WAS A DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENT OVER HIS PREVIOUS (JANUARY 1977) 
APPEARANCE BEFORE THE SAME GROUP. CLARK S MANY, ALL 
FAVORABLE, REFERENCES TO THE US MIGHT NOT ALL STAND UP TO 
CRITICAL EXAMINATION (E.G. A COMPARISON OF INCOME TAXES ON 

A NEW JERSEY FAMILY WITH THOSE IN ONTARIO), BUT THE GENERAL 
POINT THAT THE US IS A "CREATIVE COUNTRY" WHILE CANADA HAS 
TURNED "CAUTIOUS" UNDER THE LIBERALS WAS EFFECTIVELY MADE AND 
CERTAINLY APPRECIATED BY THE AUDIENCE. CONCERNING THE MANY 
REFERENCES TO THE US, ONE LISTENER SAID AFTERWARDS, "THOSE 
WERE THE MOST POSITIVE STATEMENTS ABOUT THE US I HAVE HEARD 
IN A LONG TIME." 

9. PRESS CLIPPINGS BEING POUCHED OTTAWA AND EUR/CAN. 
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